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AN OCEANFRONT SHOWCASE 
HALIFAX BY THE HARBOUR 

SV SUSAN MACCALLUM -WH ITCOMB 

WITH SOME 380,000 RESIDENTS, 

GREATER HAliFAX IS A BUSTUNG 

21 ST_CENTURY CITY. YET IT IS 

ALSO A PLACE THAT HONOURS 

THE PAST, WHICH EXPLAINS WHY 

NOVA SCOTlA'S CAPITAL REMAINS 

A HARBOUR TOWN AT HEART. 

1bo Halift.Ir rumen' Mari<et 
Q alwa)'ll • POPIÛar ..,... on 
Saturday .....,..,.;"g. durin& the 
.wmn.,.. rDO .. 1h.,. N""" &:où>. 
T""rism, Cuttu<e and H.ritage 

W
hen the British settled here in 1749, 
Halifax Harbour wall the major àraw. 
And roday that'g still the case for locals 

and tourists alike. As home to the 
Historie Properties (a series of restored 

warehouscs) and a threc-kiIometn:-long boardwalk am­
mated by pipen, peddlcn, g1ass-blowen and busken, it 
defines ÙÙ!i dry', chamcteT. 

JUST ADD WATER 
Accessing the W3ter i.s Cas}'. Eaçh)'l':ar 220,000 cruisers sail 
into the thick of things while others wdgh anchor on whale­
watching trips, schooner emises, amphibiolU tours or cross­
harbour ferries. Mon:ovu, this )'Ou can join the 
festivitia as naval vesscls from around the globe arrive to 
mark the IQO<h anniversary of the Canadian Na")' during 
International Review Wcek (June 28-July 2). Prefer 
dry land? Bone up on the harbour', back stor)' al the 
Maritime Museum of the Atlantic, which houses poignant 
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cxhibits conccming the city'! TIIanit; conneenon (reC<M:ry 
operations were based here) and the devastating 1917 
Halifax Explosion. 

Nearby, Canada's Immigration Museum Pier 21 show­
cases a diffcrcnt chapter of history. Sctw<;en 1928 and 1971, 
about a million and a half pmspeaive citizens entered this 
immigration !hed-eum-museum, making it Canada 's answer 
to Ellis Island. 5ince the hands-on exhlbits are touehing in 
more ways than one, visiting ça.n be both exhilar-.Iting and 
tear-inducing: Depending on your lud, the same may be 
laid of Casino Nova Sootia., a glitry harbourside venue with 
a full range of gamiog tables, 600-plus slot maehines and 
top-noteh entertainment. 

UPWARD MOBlLITY 
History rcmains palpable on the hill that guards the har­
oour as weil. You ça.n literally see the passage of time in me 
Old Town Clod., whleh has tiekcd in its octagonaIlowcr for 
more than two centuries, and hear it in the finng of the 
Noon Gun, a daily C ita.dcl Hill rituaI since 1857. Another 
way to expcriencc a blast from the paS! is to cross the dry 
mOal into the citadel itsel[ Once imide itll formidable .-am­

paru you'lJ understand why this star-shaped fortress ranks 
among Canada'! mOliI popular national historie site!l. 

VJSilOrs are wekome 10 take a guided tour of the 
Vietorian-era ban"acks, guardroom and powder magazine 

Won:: htading to the parade ground where re-enactoI"!l 
sporting the uniform of the 78th Highland Regiment (think 
\cilts and tall feather ''bonnets'' practise synchl"OllÎ7.ed drills.. 
The first wcek of July, funher displays of military precision 
can be witnessed jUSt below the Citade1, when the Metro 
Centre hoots the Royal Nova Sootia International Tattou, an 

annual cxtravagan7.a featuring more than 2,()(X) performers.. 

TASTEFUL ALTERNATIVES 
Of course, world-classcvcnts aren't a requœte for an enjoy­
able night out because studenl:! From live universities plus 
an influx of JaiIors kccp Halifax hopping. Thcn;'s no short­
age of clubs or pubs and tours of Alexander Keith's, a vin­
tage 1820s brcwery, put an historie spin on the "sociable" 
scene. Restaurants also thrive with seafood topping mOlit 
menus, either served the traditional way at locallandmarks 
like the Five Fishermen or prepared with contemporary 
flair al spol:! such 3..\1 Bish World Cuisine. 

From September 18 to 23, indulge in Nova Sootia's 
hospitality and epicurean exceUence at the Culinary 
Tourism Thought Leadership Wor/d Summit & Consumer 
MarXctplacc. Savour, a February 
food and wine festival, is another 1 . ;'N.4"";I.~~~I~I";. ______ • 

palate plcascr and the Farmers' For more information, visil or cali: 
Manr.el, which opem in a new Hal ifax: destinationhalifax.com; 
harbourl"ront bW1ding this yca" 1-877-422-9334 
is great fOf noshing anytime. Bul Maritime Museum of the Atlantic: 
perhaps the besl news for cpi- musevm.gov.ns.ca/mma 
eures is that, nOI far from the Immigration Museum Pier 21: 
city, they cao trace favourit.e pier21.ca 
foods back 10 the source and Casino Nova Scotia: 

casinonovascotia.COI1l simultaneously soak in wmc of 
the province's fabled scenery. Citadel Hi ll: pc.gc.ca 
Whether independcntly or on Royal Nova Scotia Intemational 

Tattoo: nstanoo.ca 
group excursions organized by 

Alexander Keith Brewery: keiths.ca 
pn:Mders like AmbassatoUl"ll 

Bish Worid CuisiM: bish.ca 
Gray Line, fuhing villages and 

s.,vour Food and Wine Festival: 
vineyard-studdcd rarmlands savourfoodandwine.eom 
await within easy reaeh of Halifax Farmers' Market: 
Halifax. . halifaxfaffi1ersmarket.com 

The Hallf ... Pub.Ilc G&rdens ...., .. 
....-e ..,.".ple of .. forcnal VlCtOrian 
publie pnlen . urviviDg mtaCI &Dd 
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.1Il<><kn:> city. Nova Sco<ia ThurimI, 
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Ambassatours Gray Line: 
ambassatours.com 
Culimny TOllrism Thoughl 
Leadership Worid Summit & 
Consumer Marketplace: 
eulinarytourism.org 
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